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answer returned is,t( The house is old ; its supports are weak/'
he knows that there are difficulties to be overcome. The en-
trails of a fowl are then examined, and eggs are broken for
omens. Dreams are also anxiously looked for by the female
relatives of both parties, and are interpreted according to
recognised formulas. An astrologer may be called in, by whose
aid the stars are consulted, and a favourable day chosen for
the wedding.

Invitations are issued by sending a letter accompanied by a
small gift, To send a notification of the ceremony without
sending a gift would be regarded as most mean and unworthy.

When the marriage-feast is prepared, pigs and fowls are
slaughtered, vegetables and rice are cooked in various ways,
and bottles of fiery'l arak," or rice spirit, are made ready by the
dozen.

On the day appointed the bridegroom arrives at the bride's
village, with a numerous following and much noise. The
bride's relations bar his entrance with crossed bamboos, and
over this barrier he must drink a cup of spirits and pay a forfeit
before he is allowed to proceed. Should there be many rela-
tives the way will be thus barred three or four times before he
reaches the house of his betrothed.

Then the ceremony is performed. A new-spun cotton thread
is wound round the man and girl. A priest mumbles some holy
sentences, and, with crossed hands full of cooked rice, adminis-
ters, alternate mouthfuls to bridegroom and bride. In the"

^^sence of all their friends arid neighbours they take eacfc
other for better or for worse, the little finger of the man's right
hand being crooked with the woman's left. Then the new
. husband and wife bow down and naake reverence before their '
.elders, knocking their foreheads on the ground. They are then
seated side by side, and the nearest relatives knot their gar-

itoents together, and all present place before them goodwill

>oiferings and presents.

J!/, Divorce is imcommon among these people; but in cases of

i-infidelity or incompatibility of temper the chiefs have power to

> 'dissolve marriage.

:     I remember weE the first divorce case that came under my
It occurred while 1 was on a visit to the Hong Raja,